
HASLINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of meeting held on Monday June 8th 2015 

Present – Bob Branch, Trina Backhurst, Tony Adcock, Christine Kipping, Jenny Jullien, Ron van der 
Hoorn, John Miller and Lucian Hatfield.  County Councillor Sebastian Kindersley and District 
Councillor Robin Page were in attendance. Kirstie Walker attended as a member of the public, as she 
had not yet returned her Declaration of Acceptance of Office form. 

1 Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms – This was received from John Miller. The clerk 
is to resend the forms to Kirstie Walker, who didn’t receive the attachments on her email.          
  

2 Register of Parish Members Financial and other interests forms – This was received from 
John Miller and will be returned by Kirstie Walker before the next meeting. 
 

3 Apologies for Absence – Sue Watson and Julie Coxall sent their apologies 
 

4 Members Declaration of interest for items on the agenda – Trina Backhurst declared a 
possible interest in The Elms as she works for N W Brown Group Ltd, who invest the money 
to be spent on maintenance there. 
 

5 Open Forum for Public Participation – There was one member of the public present, soon 
to be a Councillor - Kirstie Walker.  The Chairman welcomed the two new Councillors to 
their first meeting. 
 

6 District Councillors Report – Robin Page felt that the Local Plan was not fit for purpose 
and undemocratic, as two inspectors from Bristol should not be making decisions about 
planning in Cambridgeshire. It has now been suspended pending a review. Bourn airfield 
was considered to be an unsuitable development and was rejected by councillors but 
approved by planners.  Now the inspectors have said Bourn airfield is too large with no 
workable infrastructure.  There are more applications being put forward for green belt and 
urban fringe areas, and he said that a lot of the more experienced planners have left, leaving 
a more junior team than before.  Robin Page made a statement about Councillor Kindersley’s 
abstention from voting on the CEMEX application before the SCDC Planning Committee. 
Despite being asked to stay by the Chairman he then left the meeting, refusing to hear 
Councillor Kindersley’s response or answer Parish Councillors questions on his statement.  
 

7 County Councillors Report – Councillor Kindersley explained that he had been negotiating 
as much Section 106 money from the proposed CEMEX development as possible over a 
long period and thus he had no choice but to declare an interest and abstain from voting on 
the agenda item. The main reason for the Planning Committee allowing the application to go 
through was that it is on a brown field site. He, too, noted that there appear to be very few 
restraints on planning at the moment - a matter of huge concern for SCDC, who face many 
new speculative applications coming in almost daily.  
After Councillor Kindersley’s departure, HPC recorded, nem con, that Councillor Page’s 
conduct was considered contrary to normal rules for debate and was not acceptable.  HPC 
instructed the Chairman to discuss the event with the Monitoring Team at SCDC.  

Action RB 
8 To approve and sign the minutes of May 11th 2015 – Approved and signed.  Proposed by 

TA and seconded by JJ. 
9 Matters to be reported from these minutes – Jenny Jullien said that CGM had now cut the 

areas of The Elms left undone earlier, and that it was looking much better. Trina Backhurst 
asked the clerk to bring the accounts for the first quarter to the July meeting. Action FL 



Ron van der Hoorn said that the tank in the Village Hall loft had now been repaired. 
 

10 Planning applications and decisions:  S/0340/15/FL – 6 & 7 College Crescent. Single 
storey side and rear extensions to No. 6 and pitched roofs to front porches of Nos 6 & 7 – 
recommended approval.  
S/1309/15/FL – The Barn, Charity Farm, Harston Road. Extension - recommended approval.  
S/0994/15/RM – Trumpington Meadows Development Site, Hauxton Road, Cambridge. 
Southern Infrastructure provision (Southern primary street and associated infrastructure) and 
discharge of conditions 4, 8, 10, 17, 18, 19, 24, 28, 30, 38 and 42 of outline planning 
permission S/0054/08/O – no objections.  
Permissions refused by SCDC: S/0536/15/OL - Former Waste Treatment Facility, 
Cambridge Road, Hauxton. Redevelopment of the site to provide up to 32 dwellings with new 
areas of open space and woodland including a countryside park, all with associated 
infrastructure.  
Permissions granted by SCDC: S/2365/14/OL - Former CEMEX Cement Works, 
Barrington Cement Plant. Outline application for the demolition of all existing buildings and 
structures, and redevelopment to provide up to 220 residential units, formal and informal open 
space including allotments, car parking for Barrington Primary School, new pedestrian and 
cycle links to Barrington village and Foxton Station, and associated works - details of 
vehicular site access arrangements are submitted for approval, with all other matters (layout, 
scale, appearance and landscaping) reserved for future approval. 
 

11 Additional matters for discussion: 
a) Ways forward for investigating the Neighbourhood Plan – Jenny Jullien thought this 

would be costly and time consuming, and that we should put the idea on hold for now. 
Trina Backhurst said we should find out how Linton feel about it, as they are currently 
going forward with a Plan to protect certain areas.  Bob Branch (RB) said a 
Peterborough area PC has a bird sanctuary and has used a Local Plan to block 
development around the sanctuary site and approve development elsewhere.  He will 
phone Councillor Poulter to discuss further.  Action RB 

b) Letter to Local Government Ombudsman re CCC/Balfour Beatty – RB said the 
procedure is  such that they can’t take complaints directly from Parish Councils. It is up 
to individuals/groups to complain directly.  RB will send a final letter with reasons for 
complaining, including a complaint about officers, and will also speak to people in the 
village affected. John Miller (JM) said an individual hasn’t performed their duties, but 
we can’t find out who.  There were delays and incompetence and both admin and health 
and safety issues. Action RB 

c) Village Hall car parking – There is a grey Smart car with a cycle rack parked at the 
Village Hall most Thursdays and Fridays.  Christine Kipping is to forward the old letter 
that used to be put on windscreens asking people to desist from taking spaces that people 
need.  RB suggested putting up signs that the car park is only for users of the hall and 
recreation ground. The situation is to be monitored first.  Action CK.  

d) CEMEX – already discussed under items 6/7. 
 

12 Committee and Working Party Reports – Trina Backhurst (TB) read out the breakdown 
of the costs of work done at The Elms in 2014. She said any work undertaken there should 
be paid for out of the fund set up by Bovis in the late 80s, as we are underutilising it. Jenny 
Jullien said the trees need to be inspected and pruned every other year.  The clerk will ask 
for a breakdown of the costs charged by CGM for grass cutting and maintenance. The 
Finance Committee will consult on increasing the amount of annual maintenance 
expenditure and report back. Action FL 
 
a)  Environment – RB has bought several trees for shade at the picnic tables by the 

Recreation Ground.  Sam Bowden has given a quote for that and rotovating on Lilac 



Close, but other quotes are still to be sought.  Action FL 
TB suggested getting a designated contractor so we don’t have to keep seeking quotes 
for work such as this.   The clerk will investigate whether this is possible.   Action FL 
An Environment Working Party is to be set up with volunteers to tackle problems such 
as the Himalayan Balsam in the ditch by Springhall Farm, which they say is not their 
responsibility.      Action SW 
Lucian Hatfield said the ditch on Barton Road is getting full of weeds, which have 
invaded the tarmac on the footpath, which is now down to a foot wide.  It was agreed to 
ask CGM to quote to maintain this area, including regularly trimming the verge. 
Proposed LH, seconded JJ.      Action FL 
Sue Watson (SW) and RB to have a meeting to discuss the ivy on the Wellhouse 
Meadow wall. The grass and weeds on the verge need clearing first.  Action SW/RB 

b) Village Hall –The Village Hall Committee has agreed to buy 2 new amps, a new 
cordless microphone system and a loop tester. The loop system needs to be repaired or at 
least tested. It recommended that 16 new tables be purchased.  RH will try to obtain at 
least 3 quotes to replace the 10 windows with UPVC units.  A deep clean of tha hall has 
been arranged for the first week in January 2016.  The boiler has been descaled and the 
louvred vent at the end of the hall has been fixed.  A taped up plug needs replacing with 
a metal cased plug behind the Committee room.  To ask Des Camp to do a test on the 
VH circuit, which keeps tripping – RB to send the clerk contact details. Action RB/FL  

c) Allotments – Nothing to report 
d) Trumpington Meadows – CK received a written report – to be scanned to the Parish 

Council.  There are now 1200 houses and the school is virtually full.  Action CK 
e) Play Areas - Nothing to report 
f) Tennis Club Lease – The tennis club are still trying to raise money for floodlighting 

and the new courts, and are at the second stage of applying for the Amey Cespa funding. 
g) Traffic Calming Measures – LH said there has been modifications to the original 

Barton Road proposal.  LH & JM to get together with RB to discuss the best position of 
chicanes and to have a consultation with the residents.  Action LH 

h) C&V and website – Nothing to report 
i) Telephone box and defibrillator – LH to put a new pane of glass into the kiosk and to 

get a sign that says ‘Library’.  A defibrillator is to be sought with a pull-off seal – the 
Ambulance Service suggested asking Community Heartbeat, who will also give training. 
The clerk is to make enquiries about the Foxton defibrillator.  Action CK/FL 

j) Cycle Path – RB is to approach the new Grantchester Parish Council by telephone to 
investigate whether the cycle path dialogue could be usefully reopened. The Parish 
Council may then arrange a second presentation by LH.   Action RB/LH 

13 Correspondence –A message was received from a Haslingfield resident, who saw several 
young boys playing in the river by the weir during hot weather.  There are ‘Danger – No 
Swimming’ signs on one side of the river but not on the other side towards Button End.  
There are no lifebelts. This is a fast flowing, deep part of the river and lives can easily be 
lost, so please warn children to keep away. A consultation letter from the Local Government 
Boundary Commission was received, saying that HPC will be put with the Shelford area 
instead of Gamlingay, meaning that we will have a change of County Councillor.  The 
Council as a body had no comment on this. All comments are to be submitted before July 6th 
2015. 

14 Finance – Resolution to pay outstanding accounts – The clerk is to give TB her PAYE 
reference number – for pension investigation purposes.    Action FL 
Salaries – clerk, Roy Brown, Alan Stevens – proposed RH, seconded TB 

            

Date of next meeting Monday 13th July 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall   
              



Invoices – 08/06/2015 
 
Haslingfield Warden Scheme    £2000.00 
Clever Curves – Skatepark     £606.00 
Bob Branch – expenses for trees     £222.13 
Tony Adcock – expenses       £88.77 
Clerk’s expenses        £35.00 
Clerk’s fees     £710.48 
HMR&C                 £121.51 
Roy Brown     £140.00 
Cambridgeshire ACRE     £47.88 
Sam Bowden     £460.00 
Cambs Lock & Safe      £21.92 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frances Laville 
Haslingfield Parish Clerk 
18/06/2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

  
Date of next meeting Monday 13th July 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall   


